
Still Onward and Upward:  

The resurrection and ascension of the Nazarene 

Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to 
me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, 'I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’” (John 20:17) 
 
I’m glad that some things are out of 
my hands, beyond my control. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of 
those things. Christ is risen! He has 
passed the eternal gates. Our Lord is 
out of the tomb. The Spirit of life 
has won the victory over sin and 
death. And, what God has done in 
Christ cannot be undone by any 
scheme of man or all the power of 
evil.  
 
These words bring comfort, but 
there is also something deeply 
unsettling about them. The 
resurrection is not a step back in 
time to the way things were before, 
but a bold step forward into what is 
for us the unknown. The risen Christ 
is not present with his disciples in 
the same way he was with them 
before. In clinging to the physical 
form of Jesus, Mary’s response to 
Easter’s message might represent 
something of the natural tendency of 
every human being.  

We cling to happy memories, even 
the Jesus we remember from the 
past. We look for God in all the old 
familiar places. But, the risen Christ 
proclaims to us this morning that 
our God is on the move. He says to 
us, “Do not hold on to me” (John 
20:17). And, “If we have known 
Christ according to the flesh, we 
know him thus no longer” (2 
Corinthians 5:16). 
 
A little bit like Mary, I’ve been 
having a hard time letting go. We 
have had to let go of a lot this year. 
Our former church building. Some 
of our dearest friends who’ve passed 
on or moved away. For the time 
being, even certain traditions that 
have reminded us of the gospel and 
God’s constancy: things like 
gathering with our church family on 
Sunday mornings, on Easter 
Sunday, sharing the sacrament of 
communion, and so on. All of these 
are precious ways that we have 
known Christ “according to the 
flesh.” But, I consider that God is 
calling us even now to know him 
“according to the Spirit,” to find 
ourselves among those true 
worshippers who worship him in 
spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 

“Do not hold on to me,” Jesus said, 
“because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father.” The second half of this 
statement makes it clear that Jesus is 
not really leaving us, but leading us 
onward and upward this Easter. 
How does one ascend with Christ to 
the Father? It’s not just a physical 
journey, but especially a spiritual 
journey. And, it’s our journey that 
Jesus has taken as a human being on 
our behalf, the second Adam. From 
our perspective, the resurrection and 
ascension of Christ look like 
movement and change, a radical 
departure from the past we’re 
familiar with. From God’s 
perspective, on the other hand, it’s 
clear the Father hasn’t moved, has 
never left us alone. It is we, rather, 
who have fallen away from God’s 
heart of perfect, holy love. 
Therefore, Christ’s return to the 
Father is also our spiritual journey 
home to heaven, home to the heart 
of who we are, who we are called to 
be, and who we’ve truly always 
been in the eyes of God. 
 
Continued on next page... 
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Financial highlights for the past year have been, but not limited to; 
 

• Continued paying the reduced worship facility rent ($4,000.00/month) at the Soboba 
campus up until the close of escrow in September 2019 

 

• Completed the sale of the Soboba property. Sale proceeds covered the outstanding mortgage, with the net funds reverting to 
the Nazarene SoCal District 

 

• Successfully secured the facility lease agreement with the Seventh Day Adventist Church ($2,500.00/month) for the weekly 
use of their facility once our move was complete 

 

• Began paying our General and District budgets in full on a monthly basis (instead of only $500.00/month)  
 

• Paid all monthly bills, keeping current each month 
 

• Finalized a long running financial trust issue in which the local church was one of many beneficiaries ($50,000.00 +/- net cash 
proceeds)   

 

• Paid in full, the one remaining private note, principal and interest ($52,500.00) 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS THIS YEAR 

Your Board Secretary - Nancy Smith 
 
As Board Secretary, the first order of responsibility is to conduct voting for the church Annual Meeting.  This year the Coronavirus 19 (a.k.a. 
Covid 19) influence has made it necessary for a new procedure.  I pray each of us will take the time to respond to this mailing and exercise 
your vote. 
 
Last May 2019, the Board’s Meeting with Superintendent, Tom Taylor, voted to extend the assignment of Pastor Michael Falgout to  
continue as our pastor for 4 years.  We are blessed for Pastor Michael and his family for their dedication to our church, the Hemet  
community via Valley Restart and by his ministry status changing to bi-vocational. 
 
So much of the Board’s attention has been placed on the many challenges of the day.  It continued to be focused on the sale of the church 
property on Florida Avenue.  That closing did not happen a day too soon due to finances being severely pinched.  Upon its Closing, the church 
acted upon its many contingency plans the next day.  Those preparations included plans for the physical move of the furniture and the packing 
up and unpacking of the office all with volunteer personnel.  The transition happened without a hitch. 
 
We celebrated the church Centennial with this big move creating new life and a future for which we can be prayerfully thankful.  All financial 
obligations have been met with the Credit Union, the District of Southern California and the private loans.  Our Sunday services continue in a 
church building on Seventh Day Adventist’s campus.  We have a family of worshipers who care for one another by the Telephone Tree  
program, hospital and nursing home visitations plus many more visitation efforts and in-home gatherings. We have strong leaders for the  
seniors, Sunday school, children and teens.   
 
Along with the move came changes to management of church activities.  Sunday service changed to 9:30 AM followed by Sunday School (as 
we are already here) and the resuming of monthly social gatherings over lunch.  Unexpectantly, the onset of the Coronavirus 19 pandemic has 
influenced how we can continue to minister by using the internet, Zoom and web site. Some changes never come easily but this church, its 
faithful members and attendees can look back and say “We did it with the Lord at our back!” 
 
Thank you for the privilege to be a Board member and the Board electing me as its secretary. 

Financial goals for the upcoming year  
include, but not limited to; 
 

• Develop a modified and improved financial vision for the 
future 

 

• Continue diligence in keeping operating costs in check 
 

• Maintain a feasible savings account amount   
 

• Continue supporting ministries as they are developed 
 

• Meet financial obligations as they arise 

Onward & Upward continued… 
 
As we reflect on all the growth, movement, and change we’ve seen as 
the Church of the Nazarene in Hemet this year--celebrating the  
victories and mourning the losses--may the ever present and efficiently 
active Spirit of God teach us to let go even of “precious memories,” 
which cannot last forever, in order that we might take hold of God’s 
mission for the church today, God’s heart for others, and that  
unchanging, divine nature that raised Christ, together with his body and 
all things appertaining to our human nature, from the dead! 
 
Pastor Michael 



Your Church Treasurer - Steve Heathcoat 
 

The Hemet Church has had a year that was bittersweet as we moved from a property that so many people supported in numerous 
ways, over many years.  The good news is that God worked in that situation to supply the right buyer for the right price, and tie 
all of the details together so that the parties involved were able to agree and complete the sale**.  It may have taken five years, 
give or take to happen, but who are we to question the timing of Our God.  We can look back on the time we had there as both 
burdensome and victorious.  The experience is something we will learn from, and strive to keep from repeating as we move  
onward and upward.  This milestone event will allow the congregation to focus more on ministry instead of property  
maintenance.  We have been shown favor by God in many circumstances this past year.  It is now up to us to take advantage of 
this fresh start with eyes wide open to the ministry opportunities that we are presented.    
  
The fiscal year contributions (4-19 through 2-20) for all purposes equaled $270,916.00 and total expenses came to $203,853.00. 
The overall financial picture is very different from this same time last year.  
 
Below is an overview of how your faithful financial support was used over the past year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see from the income and expense overview above, we have experienced a slight financial turnaround from last year at 
this time (approx. $67k surplus versus an approx. $35k shortfall).  Even though the finances are looking better, the church  
leadership is still keeping a close eye in order to continue meeting our financial obligations.    

 
As mentioned so many times in yearend reports, I would like to express many thanks for your trust, prayers, 
willingness, and continued support as we trust in God for all of our needs.  Our church continues to be blessed 
by The Lord with members and friends who are faithful in their financial support of the many needs, both  
locally and around the world, and the leadership sincerely thanks everyone for your continued prayers and 
faithful giving.  We would also like to thank Tom Taylor, our District Superintendent for his unending support 
and guidance through several years of very trying circumstances. 
 
Please let us all believe together that there are great things in store for the future of our church.   
**Church of the Nazarene of Hemet; SoCal District Church of the Nazarene; America’s Christian Credit  
Union; Imagine Schools of Riverside County; Insite Educational Facility Services; County of Riverside 

Your NYI President - Andrew Dixon 
 
This has certainly been an interesting season for NYI. Honestly, it’s been kind of an experiment. From youth band to  
Wednesday night hangouts, this past year was one of trying new things. Seeing what worked and what didn’t.  
 
One of our biggest accomplishments was youth band. The teens really seems to enjoy playing music together, and it something 
we will try during the summer months.  
 
We’ve had a few fundraisers such as a car wash and volunteering youth for yard work.  
 
Wednesday night meet ups have been something of an evolving activity. From simply meeting up for coffee to having dinners 
and game nights. 
 
However, after having a meeting with both the youth and parents, there is still a need for  making NYI more of a youth group 
where the youth feel more comfortable and safe to share about life while also inviting them to experience God.  
 
As of now, we as a church are moving forward with intentionality to giving youth a space to work and speak and be  
themselves while also giving opportunity to be discipled and grow in faith. I know God is not done with his work here and will 
continue using all of us to achieve his will.  

$255,029.00 in tithes, offerings, and general income (for local operations), with expenses 
equaling $188,379.00, which included, but were not limited to staff payroll and benefits, 
utilities, facility rent and maintenance, parsonage expenses, taxes, private loan payoff,  
training, and insurances. 

 
$7,526.00 was given directly toward local ministries, which included Sunday School, Vacation Bible 
School, Caravans, Bible Quizzing, and Summer Camps. Combined expenses came to $6,173.00. 
 
$8,361.00 was contributed towards the ministries of NMI (Nazarene Missions International), which  
included, but not limited to Faith Promise, Easter and Thanksgiving offerings, Alabaster, Compassionate 
Ministry, Budgets, and Valley Restart ministry. Expenses equaled $9,301.00. 

VALLEY RESTART 

VBS 



Your Sunday School Superintendent -  
Jacob Jorgensen 

 
Life is often full of problems, much like this past year as 
well as our current situation. It is important to  
recognize what these problems and our decisions to 
solve them often mean. James 1:2-3 reminds us to 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,  
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces  
perseverance.” 
 

Problems can direct us, often when we do not know 
which way to proceed. In our current pandemic, we are 
in a time that none of us have prepared for but I have 
assurance that God is in control amongst the chaos. This 
year ask God what good works he may have in  store 
for you. 
 
Troubles can be a time for God to inspect us, which  
analogy will you use. I like to think of the cup full of 
coffee when it is jostled what shall come out of the cup 
but coffee. However, these troubles or jostling's can 
show us who we are and where our confidence is. This 
year ask God to reveal to you the areas you may struggle 
in. 
 
Correction, this is a word and process that is not  
comfortable. It implies that we are wrong or have failed. 
This year we completed the sale of our church building, 
what a victory, and at times it can be seen as a failure in 
ways but again, Trust God. He is faithful to lead us, He 
has brought us here, He also promises to never leave us 
or forsake us. Trust Gods correction in your life, often it 
is the only way some of us learn. 
 
God uses our problems to protect us. When we look back 
on life God’s hand has been on our life even through the 
difficulties of life. Gen. 50:20 states that what you  
intended for harm, God intends for good. In times like 
this global pandemic there are many  
uncertainties but through this time I believe that God is 
protecting His church and if we are faithful in  
honoring Him, He will draw all people to Himself. Join 
me in praying for the church this coming year. 
 
Wouldn’t you know it, these troubles perfect us.  
Ultimately God is concerned about us, not only the  
persona that others see but the true us. Troubles show 
what is inside, what spills out of our cup of life. Seek 
God in these days and humble yourself before your God.  
 
As I close this letter know that God is in control even 
when it feels chaotic. This year  God has something new 
for each one, He is a God of new things and you can 
trust that! 

DON’T MISS SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30 AM and  

SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 PM WITH PASTOR MICHAEL 

Go to HemetNaz.com and click on the link on the front page. You will be directed to a 

ZOOM meeting where you may need to download the software. Make sure your camera and sound 

is ‘on’ if you’d like to be seen and heard, and ‘off ‘if you do not want to be seen/heard. 

Your Local Minister - Diana Hagy 
 
As you know, I began my journey as an Immigration Advocate 
last year under the direction of pastor Michael and the DS 
Tom Taylor. I currently intern at an immigration law office 
once a week as part of my continuing education for my Local 
Ministers license and for my immigration advocacy  
accreditation. While I continue to work in this avenue other 
interesting and new ideas started developing. 
 

I spent many hours studying at my local Starbucks and the one 
thing I noticed was a steady pattern of “regulars.” It led me 
thinking hard about something pastor Michael once said to me 
about being somewhere consistently every day, at the same 
time. That was when my bright idea about “The  
Neighborhood” started. Sit at a large table in Starbucks every 
week, at a certain time, and invite anyone to join me for a cup 
of coffee/tea and just talk about life. 
 

Six months later and “The Neighborhood” has turned into a 
Facebook Group with over 600 members. We had a 
“Friendsgiving” in November of 2019 
with over 80 people from all walks of 
life attend and share a meal together. 
Pastor Michael came and prayed over 
the meal and connected with new  
people we would have never  
ordinarily met.  
 

This opportunity in turn led me to  
other opportunities in my small town, meeting with the various 
people. I’m not quite sure where this road is taking me, but it’s 
been a fun journey. I’ve come out of my shell as a result, 
speaking in public more often. Introducing myself to strangers 
without hesitation and trying desperately to shine a light in 
dark areas where there isn’t much light.  
 

I realize that what I had originally hoped to do (bring more 
people into my church) has been a slow process. I do, however 
know I’ve made a difference in at least 1 or 2 lives as a result 
of my church backing me up and encouraging me to continue 
down this path. I almost never know what to expect but have 
learned that saying “yes” to opportunities has not only made 
me a stronger person but given me an appreciation of what and 
who I have in my life.  
 

I’d like to give thanks to my mom, my church, my church 
board and mostly to my pastor  for believing in me,  

encouraging me to take the 
initiative and guiding me 
down the right paths. 

“The Neighborhood” 

Tuesday’s 4-7 at the State 

and Stetson Starbucks 

Friendsgiving 2019 

Sunday 

School 



 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

        

This Year’s 2020/2021 Board Nominees are ... 

Stephen Heathcoat 

Dr. David Mata 

Cathy Peterson 

Nancy Smith 

Darin Thompson 

CHURCH BOARD SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Stephen Heathcoat 

N.M.I. 

PRESIDENT 

Andrea Dixon 

Here’s a list of your 2020/2021 list of board member nominees. 

Because District Assembly is cancelled this year, we are doing 

things a little differently this year.  

You will receive a ballot in the mail next week with these names 

on the ballot. Please select who you want to vote for, you may 

vote for more than 1.  

Board members still on board for another year: 

Steven Hacker 

LaVerne Padgett 

Joyce Rodriguez 

Bonnie Rose 



Gloria Barton  662-9598  

Andrea Bell  929-7923 

Eileen Bishop  439-1083   

Sue Bouk  663-1793  

Marc Chatham   663-9289   

Ruth Chatham  282-9242 

Salvatore Cordero 426-8355  

Jerri Cunningham 663-2710  

Helen Derr  765-0622  

Cille Dickinson  380-2770  

Joanie Dickinson 500-6134  

Kristin Dodson  663-9707  

Andrew Dixon  691-0501  

Michael Falgout (816) 621-0220  

Sarah Falgout  (816) 621-0221  

Jettie Fleming  652-3298  

Sam Franco  652-1338  

Matthew Frank  663-0619 

Donald Garcia  294-4905 

Kim Gathercole  970-3019 

Leo Gibbar  926-2242 

Stephen Hacker  766-2758 

Shelly Hacker  333-2143 

Diana Hagy  373-9285 

Steve Heathcoat  (909) 226-9270 

Kelly Heathcoat  766-4035 

Karen Jorgensen 662-9598 

Jacob Jorgensen  306-2347 

Lindsay Jorgensen 306-2242 

Edward Jones  306-5708 

Joan Jones  654-7770 

Agnes Kennedy  652-1836 

Carrie Kissack  766-2757 
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Robert Lee  767-9305 

Courtney Mason 663-1559 

Dr. David Mata  260-7234 

Trish Mata  333-0240 

Betty Maxey  391-6324 

Serena McDole  260-9165 

Sandra McGinnis 929-5736 

Myrtle McKenzie 929-5736 

Mary Merrill  927-1085 

Cathy Meyer  492-1995 

Susan Michel  282-9242 

Jeanne Milton  764-7204 

Edith Mitchell  926-3221 

Flora Montiel  357-9261 

Mary Noblitt   392-6341 

LaVerne Padgett 306-4858 

Patsy Pesterfield 927-3604 

Lenny Peterson  927-3862 

Cathy Peterson  306-4435 

Coleen Powell  658-8351  

Kristen Price  570-3172  

Sue Reynolds  927-2997 

Joyce Rodriguez 927-5627 

Bonnie Rose  654-5756 

Jeannine Ross  926-2026 

Nancy Smith  551-0513 

Dianne Snow  (626) 278-4251 

Velma Sweeten  306-5841 

Don Tentinger  500-0638 

Darin Thompson 658-8608 

Shelly Thompson 634-4444 

Janet Truman  852-7808 

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! Give someone a call and let’s stay connected to each other. If there are 

names/numbers missing from this list, please call Diana at 951-373-9285. Thank you! 


