
First, let me get right to the point: I don’t want 
to count our chickens before they’re hatched, 
but plans are in place to restart “real” in-
person Sunday Services at Seventh Day 
Adventist church as early as Sunday, July 
19th, 2020...at least that’s our target date. 
 
But what does it really mean to go to Church 
anyway? To experience the real presence of 
Christ? According to the English poet, Thomas 
Overbury, “Absence doth sharpen love; 
presence strengthens it.” It’s been a long time 
since we’ve gathered together publicly for 
worship, and all the while I’ve been 
contemplating God’s presence in this 
absence. Back in the season of Easter, we 
read those accounts of Jesus’ resurrection 
and appearance to his disciples which 
simultaneously and mysteriously imply a kind 
of presence and absence. God’s Word says: 
the crucified and risen Christ is surely here 
among us, known here and there in the 
awakening to faith (John 20:28) and the 
breaking of bread (Luke 24:31). But there is 
certainly also another important sense in 
which he is not here (Matthew 28:6)--in which 
our love for Christ has been and is being 
sharpened by his apparent absence.  

To me, the Church that has been absent 
from public worship, that has been staying 
home, missing but not forgetting the joys of 
Holy Communion, bearing the burden of 
Christian responsibility for doing no harm 
and loving one’s neighbor as oneself, has 
been a strange but wonderful sign of the 
love of a God who is always present even in 
our feelings of absence--the God who 
cannot be reduced to any particular body or 
location, however sacred. As your pastor, I 
am grateful, not only for your patience to 
stop and think and wait and listen for the 
Spirit’s leading in these times, but also for 
your faith and love in action which has 
proclaimed over and over again in these 
months: The Church was never closed. 
Christ is risen from the dead and lives in our 
hearts by faith. We can find new ways to 
speak of God and love each other when we 
cannot follow old familiar paths.  
 
I am grateful for the sacred moments and 
spiritual connections we’ve made through 
phone calls and Zoom video conferences, 
but I have to admit, I am very much looking 
forward to “real” in-person gatherings in 
days to come--for returning in some way to  
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the sights and sounds and smiles and 
sacraments of the Church. On the other 
hand, part of me knows there’s not anything 
“unreal” about the last few months we’ve 
shared together. And, I suspect many of us 
will continue to be haunted by a certain 
feeling of absence after Sunday services 
resume. There will be new rules and 
guidelines that none of us have 
experienced in worship before. Face masks 
and social distancing will be the order of the 
day for a long time to come. And, even in 
the best of times and happiest of reunions 
here below, there is a Spirit that groans 
within us for the resurrection and the life to 
come (Romans 8:23). There is still a certain 
absence that can be felt by human hearts 
even in Christ’s real presence.  

Cont. on next page... 

“One thing I’ve learned: 

both our feelings of  

presence and absence are 

a sign that we’ve been 

loved by God” 

REAL PRESENCE AND THE FEELING OF ABSENCE  



REAL PRESENCE cont... 
 
But, one thing I’ve learned: both our feelings of presence and absence 
are a sign that we’ve been loved by God. Any feelings we have of 
God’s absence in these times between the times is itself a gift--
something completely different from never knowing Christ or doubt in 
God’s existence. If it’s better to have loved and lost than never loved 
at all, it’s even better to have the witness of the Spirit and the  
assurance of faith that the God we have known and loved has gone to 
prepare a place for us and is leading us even in this present hour back 
to our eternal home, back to a realer sense of his loving presence than 
we’ve ever known. 
 
So remember, when “going to Church” again doesn’t feel like it used to
--when it still leaves your heart aching with remembrances of loved 
ones lost and times we’ve known before--tis’ Grace has brought us 
safe thus far, and Grace will lead us home… 
 
Pastor Michael 

We are the  

Church of the Nazarene of Hemet  
 

In case you haven’t heard, the Church Board has decided to fully 
embrace the original name of our local church that was recently 
discovered in the process of simplifying our accounts. According 
to our founding documents, we were called “The Church of the 
Nazarene of Hemet” long before we were called “Hemet Church 
of the Nazarene.”  
 

On the one hand, it’s a small thing, and we’re asking members to 
make a small change: to get into the habit of writing “Church of 
the Nazarene of Hemet” on their checks for the bank’s sake,  
rather than the other way around. On the other hand, we have 
come to think this small change signifies something important: a 
subtle but critical shift in our vision for the local church. 
 

It’s a saying in the field of professional sports: “Play for the name 
on the front of your jersey and they’ll remember the name on the 
back.” In other words, don’t focus on your own individual glory or 
identity but focus on helping the team. That’s exactly the spirit or 
ethos we want to embrace as a local church that is part of a  
larger district and international church family. We don’t want to 
fuss so much over our unique identity or come up with a name 
that sets up apart from other Nazarenes as much as we want to 
be team players going forward.  
 

So, we’ve adopted a simple local church logo that better matches 
our original, recovered name and identity as the Church of the 
Nazarene of Hemet. And, more than that: we’ve got our sights 
set on paying our district budgets in full and giving more to the 
general church through world missions and compassionate  
ministry than we’ve been able to do in many years. It’s teamwork 
with our global church family in Jesus that makes the dream 
work, after all. Let’s go, team!  

Target Date to Resume Sunday Services at SDA: July 19, 2020 
 
At our June board meeting, Dr. David Mata presented and the Church 
Board approved written guidelines and procedures for safely  
reopening Sunday services in the sanctuary at Seventh Day Adventist 
church as early as July 19, 2020. The following is a bullet-point list of 
the highlights that will be of interest to everybody going forward: 
 
• Masks will be required (and can be provided) for all who wish to 

participate in worship in the sanctuary 
• Worshippers will be seated with their families in alternating pews 

at a distance of approximately 10 feet 
• Passing the peace (or “shaky-hands time”) will not be practiced for 

the time being 
• For a time, the sacrament of communion will be administered on 

the first Sunday of the month in individually sealed disposable 
containers using carefully sanitized trays 

• Worshippers will be dismissed in rows to facilitate a safe and  
orderly recession from the sanctuary 

• While the service will start at 9:30, all are encouraged to come 5-
15 minutes early at first to allow time to work out appropriate  
seating arrangements 

• Sunday School classes or other discipleship groups will not  
automatically resume at first, but may begin to meet again after                     
the worship service as early as August 

 
(To see the entire document of approved guidelines and protocol for 
the local church, please call or email the church office.) 

Financial Corner 
“We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that      
suffering produces perseverance, and perseverance character, 
and character hope.” (Romans 5:3) Even though the last few 
months have been tough and scary times for many financially, 
our church can gratefully report that God’s people have stepped 
up to the call of perseverance in their giving. Thanks to the re-
markable generosity of our members and friends, we are able to 
pay all our bills and maintain financial health during these times 
of crisis, even while we try to cut costs and focus more of our 
resources on mission rather than  maintenance. We experienced 
a few hiccups with checks and bank accounts, which have since 
been resolved, and are currently receiving tithes and offerings by 
mail to the church’s secure PO box, in person at the church office 
during office hours, or online at http://hemetnaz.com/give. 
Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in giving!  

2020 Quarterly Financial Report 

Revenue (April-June) Budget Goal 

$26,006 $37,500 

http://hemetnaz.com/give


In Memoriam  
 

It is with a full and heavy heart that I invite you to take a moment of 
quiet reflection and prayer as you read these words, to mourn the loss 
of three precious members of our local church family in this last  
season of our ministry on earth together, and to gratefully celebrate 
this gift of this life and these lives God has given us to share with 
hope that we will be reunited and live eternally hereafter. 
 
In memory of Chuck & Judy McEldowney, Jeannine Ross, and 
Joan Dickinson, whose names have been placed on the Memorial 
Roll of the Church Triumphant. 

 
IF TO DIE is to see with clear vision all mysteries revealed, 
And away is swept the curtain from joys which are now concealed; 
If to die is to greet all the martyrs and prophets and sages of old, 
And to joyously meet by still waters the flock of our own little fold; 
If to die is to join in hosannas to a risen, reigning Lord, 
And to feast with Him at his table on the bread and wine of His board; 
If to die is to enter a city and be hailed as a child of its King, 
O grave, where soundeth thy triumph? 

O death, where hideth thy sting? 

Quizzing Corner 
 

Two years ago, our Youth Bible  
Quizzing team took home the plaque: 
the top award for a novice quiz team at 
the annual  Southwest  Region  
invitational in Prescott, Arizona, for all 
their hard work studying the Gospel of John. Last year, several 
of our children made the SoCal District All Stars quizzing team 
for all their hard work in the book of Genesis. This year, I’m  
excited to predict another quizzing season for the history books 
as our youth going into 6th to 12th grade take on the Gospel of 
Matthew and our younger children study the book of Exodus.  
 

Now’s the time to sign up for the 2020-21 Bible Quizzing  
season! Bible Quizzing is a fun, rewarding educational program 
that involves weekly study meetings (usually Sundays) from 
August to March with opportunities to participate in competitive 

quiz meets and invitationals all 
over Southern California (and 
beyond). Students will also 
have opportunities to earn  
rewards and fundraise to  
defray the costs of next year’s 
summer camp! This year,  
registration is only $10 and 
materials will be posted online 

so your student can study from home as much as you want. To 
register, or to get more information, call Pastor Michael or the 
church office or visit the Bible Quizzing page on our church 
website to access the online form:  
 

hemetnaz.com/quizzing 

Christian Library: A Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection, by John Wesley  
 
Why is the Church of the Nazarene still here in Hemet,  
California, after 100 years of ministry, at least three building  
projects, and many more ups and downs if not to make  
Christlike disciples in the nations--in other words, to spread the 
message of scriptural holiness throughout this land? 
 
With as many churches as there are in this area, could it be that we 
are still in need of a church that preaches and provides more  
opportunities for authentic Christian discipleship? That there is still a 
need for a church with a history and polity that represents the  
message and power of holiness? As much as I value the work that I 
see other churches in the area doing to reach out to our community 
with the good news of salvation, playing the same gospel tune in 
many different keys, I also believe God has uniquely gifted the 
Church of the Nazarene for such a time as this with a calling to work 
alongside other Christians in a way that leavens the whole batch of 
dough, pointing especially to the “upward” dimension of growth in 
the Christian life toward entire sanctification. 
 
But how can they preach the message of holiness who have not 
really heard or believed it? I have found that many feel sure or  
confident in what they believe about the possibilities of sanctification 
or Christian perfection. With the goal of thinking again and  
understanding what you really believe about our church’s central 
doctrine of sanctification, I want to recommend for your spiritual 
reading a relatively new and readable edition of the holiness classic, 
A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, by John Wesley, now put 

together with an excellent introduction by the 
eminent Wesleyan scholars, Randy Maddox and 
Paul Chilcote ($15 on Amazon). 
 
As I read it recently, making feverish notes in the 
margins, I found myself thinking all over again 
about the strong claims that the Bible makes 
about the spiritual possibilities of God’s work 
within us. I was challenged by Wesley’s patient 
answers to reasonable criticisms of his doctrine 

and his insistence that true disciples of Jesus must be prepared to 
follow the Word of God wherever God leads. Though it is written to 
clarify his doctrine and answer serious questions that are theologi-
cally sticky, it was also written to be a “plain” or simple account that 
any serious person could read (at least, in the late 1700s). Even 
though it’s been a couple hundred years since it was written, I highly 
recommend a read or reread of this new critical edition of what is 
still perhaps our greatest holiness classic to anyone serious about 
the message or the possibility of entire sanctification in our world 
today.  

Connect with us on Facebook,  

Instagram and YouTube 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  1  

Courtney Mason 
2  
Cille Dickinson  

3 4 

5 6 Church office closed 7  8 Church office closed 9  
Sarah Falgout 

10 Church office closed 11 

12 13 Church office closed 14  15 Church office closed 16  17 18 

19       Church at 

SDA 
9:30 a.m. 

20 
 

21 
KateLynn Lee 

22 23 Board mtg  
Jettie Fleming 

24 25 

26 
 

27 28 29 
Jennifer Frank 

30 
Serena McDole 

31  

Your Church on Social Media and the Web 
 

Long before the Coronavirus pandemic reached our shores, the 
Church was already using the Internet and Social Media to reach 
people with the gospel and fulfill our mission to “make Christlike 
disciples in the nations.” But, to be sure, the year 2020 has 
pushed us all to take a long hard look at the  
possibilities and benefits of creating a digital presence to  
complement all the other aspects of the Church’s “footprint” in the 
world. Pastor Nate Bienhoff of the Nazarene church in  
Roswell, New Mexico, started posting daily devotions online to 
encourage the faithful. Pastor Josh Jorgensen of the Nazarene 
church in Phoenix, Arizona, started streaming sermons live on 
Sunday mornings. Besides using Zoom for Sunday services and 
board meetings, we started posting a number of recorded videos 
to our local church YouTube channel back in March. It’s hard to 
believe we’ve already posted 30 videos since that time! 
 

Even though we hope to get back to meeting in person soon, I 
believe our churches need to keep engaging and reaching out 
through social media--not in a frenzied, worried, trying to keep up 
with the Jones’ sort of way, but in a realistic and authentic way 
that develops the creativity and spiritual gifts of a new  
generation of holiness messengers.  
 

For this reason, we are committed to posting new video content 
to the church’s YouTube channel and website on a regular  

basis, including sermons, Bible studies, and music videos when 
possible to help us stay connected when gathering is not  
possible and to reach out to some we might not be able to reach 
any other way with our message. But remember, our channel is 
your channel. Please let Pastor Michael or the church office know 
if you have creative ideas in this area that you’d like to share.  
 

And, in case you still didn’t know they existed, visit the church’s 
YouTube channel on the Internet sometime using the link/address 
below to check out the following video playlists:  

• “Sunday Sermons,” six 10-15 minute sermons posted 

• “Spiritual Songs,” seven worship music videos by Brad and 
Kiki Dodson, Sarah and Michael Falgout 

• “Articles of Faith for Kids,” seven short 3-5 minute  
introductions to fundamental church teachings 

• “Pastor’s Playlist,” bible studies and theology  
questions on different topics 

• “Bible/Theology Discussions,” Interviews with Dr.  
Michael Lodahl and Dr. Brad Kelle of PLNU 

 

To view these video and more on our church YouTube channel, 
visit the church website:https://www.hemetnaz.com/online-services,  

under “ChurchTube” click “Watch Now” 
And, follow the church for new and updates at:  

facebook.com/HemetNazarene you need it). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
     1 

2 Communion 
Quiz Practice  

3  
Agnes Kennedy 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Alan Truman 

10 
Kristin Dodson 

11 
Kynzie Farrell 

12 13 14 
Tucker Frank 

15 
Gloria Barton 

16 
Ruth Chatham 

17 18 
Kelly Heathcoat 

19 20 
Bonnie Rose 

21 22 
Allan Cale 

23 
 

24 
Diana Hagy 

25 26 27 Board mtg. 28 29 

30       

https://www.hemetnaz.com/online-services
http://facebook.com/HemetNazarene

